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The Kia Tūtahi Relationship Accord
The Accord was signed by government and communities at a ceremony at Parliament on 1 August 2011. The Accord is an important symbol of commitment between government and communities. It sets expectations about how government agencies and communities can work together to achieve beneficial social, economic and environmental outcomes. 
View the signed Accord.
OCVS is coordinating a range of actions and functions to support implementation of the Accord including:

· supporting government agencies to champion the Accord and promote emerging good practice 
· inviting communities to identify and promote opportunities to give effect to the Accord

· establishing a small reference group to provide advice for the first year of the Accord implementation, backed up by a broader community of interest
· supporting agencies and communities to capture and analyse lessons learned and to develop a body of good practice for replication across government agencies and communities 

· reporting progress to the Minister for the Community and Voluntary Sector by December 2012.
View the full Cabinet paper and decisions directing this work.
Government and community “champions” will drive the Accord in its first year

Kia Tūtahi means “standing together”. The key to the success of the Accord will be the commitment of both communities and government. The OCVS is encouraged by feedback from community organisations who have told us they are actively considering how they might adopt the Accord.  

“Champion” government agencies
 are already planning how to give effect to the Accord by developing a body of good practice knowledge, including case studies and system improvements that address persistent problems in community-government relationships. These “champion agencies” plan to work with their community partners to identify areas where community-government relationships work well, and options for improvement.
Community “champions” needed to promote good practice in community-government relationships
It is important that communities themselves identify and champion ways to give the Accord practical effect and achieve real improvements in the way communities and government work together.  
The OCVS is interested in hearing from “communities” who want to champion the Accord. Community champions could be individuals, organisations or groups who have identified actions and initiatives to improve community-government working relationships. They may also be organisations working in partnership with “champion” government agencies to support good practice improvements. 

Who, from the community, wants to get involved in giving effect to the Accord? 

At this stage we want to get as broad a perspective as possible from individuals and organisations in the community who are interested in giving practical effect to the Accord. We are looking for people to form a broad, virtual, community of interest to act as a sounding board, providing diverse and informed perspectives to guide the Accord implementation. A small reference group will be drawn together later to give more specific advice. 
Next Steps

OCVS will consider the responses to this request and:

· circulate information on the ideas and initiatives emerging to everyone who wants to be part of giving effect to the Accord
· keep you informed and seek your feedback as the work progresses
· meet with respondents who wish to be more involved
· follow up on the key actions and initiatives you have identified to give effect to the accord. 
Please send your ideas by 4 November 2011 using the form on the following page to: ocvs@dia.govt.nz
Or contact Judith Le Harivel on (04) 494 5718 or judith.leharivel@dia.govt.nz for a conversation.
Let us know if you want to continue to be kept informed or if you want to recommend others to be added to the contact list.
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Please can you complete the details below and return (or copy and paste into an email) to ocvs@dia.govt.nz 
	Name
	

	Organisation 

(if applicable)
	

	Email address
	

	Telephone
	


	I want to be kept informed about progress in giving effect to the Accord.
	Yes / No

	I want to be part of a community of interest, receive detailed updates and provide feedback to OCVS.
	Yes / No

	I have the time and interest to take part in occasional meetings and provide advice.
	Yes / No

	I want to champion the Accord and have identified actions and initiatives to improve community-government relationships. 

Please provide a brief description of possible actions or initiatives.

	Yes / No

	Any other comments?


	


Thankyou



The Office for the Community and Voluntary Sector (OCVS), as coordinating agency for implementing the Kia Tūtahi Relationship Accord, is seeking community support to give effect to the Accord.





We are keen to hear from individuals and organisations who wish to be involved in supporting the Accord. We are contacting you because you have shown previous interest in this work or have been recommended to us.





We would like to hear from you if:





you want to give effect to and champion the Accord – or you know others in communities who want to get involved


you have ideas for or know about actions and initiatives to improve community-government relationships


you would like to be part of a community of interest to act as a sounding board to guide the Accord implementation.
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� The champion agencies are the Ministries of Social Development, Health, and Pacific Island Affairs, the Department of Internal Affairs, Sport and Recreation New Zealand, the New Zealand Injury Prevention Secretariat (ACC), and Te Puni Kōkiri.
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